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 ASSESSMENT OF MUSIC IN GRADES 10 - 12  
 
 Introduction  
 
The purpose of assessment is to evaluate evidence of a learner’s performance in the 
subject. Furthermore, assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning and is an 
essential component of the National Curriculum Statement Grades 10-12 (General).  
The learner needs to demonstrate learning that integrates knowledge, skills, and values, 
for example in performance and theoretical assessment and the historical and cultural 
background of the studied music.  
 
Music is a performance-orientated subject and to assess all the knowledge, skills and 
values of the subject in an authentic manner a Performance Assessment Task is 
necessary. The Performance Assessment Task should showcase the learners’ broad 
range of knowledge, skills and values that have been acquired in the learning process.  
 
The four performance pieces (Learning Outcome 1) selected by the learner should be 
different for each grade. 
 
2 CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT 
 
Continuous Assessment involves assessment activities that are undertaken throughout 
the year, using various kinds of assessment forms, methods and tools. In Grades 10 – 
12 continuous assessment comprises two different but related activities: informal Daily 
assessment and a formal Programme of Assessment.  
 
Continuous assessment through informal daily assessment and the formal Programme 
of Assessment should be used to: 

·  Develop learners’ knowledge, skills and values 
·  Assess learners’ strengths and weaknesses 
·  Provide additional support to learners 
·  Revisit or revise certain sections of the Music curriculum and  
·  Motivate and encourage learners 

 
 
 
In Grades 10 and 11 all assessment of the National Curriculum Statement is internal. In 
Grade 12 the formal Programme of Assessment which counts 25% is internally set and 
marked and externally moderated. The remaining 75% of the final mark for certification 
in Grade 12 is externally set, marked and moderated. 
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2.1 DAILY ASSESSMENT IN MUSIC 
 
In Music, daily assessment activities provide learners with opportunities to develop the 
skills, knowledge and values required to complete the tasks in the Programme of 
Assessment. These assessment activities should be reflected in the teacher’s lesson 
planning and should not be seen as separate from the learning activities taking place in 
the classroom.  
 
Learners’ development should be continuously measured against the criteria drawn 
from the Assessment Standards to determine their progress or areas of weakness as 
they move towards completing the formal Programme of Assessment tasks. 
 
Daily assessment in Grades 10, 11 and 12  
 
In Music, daily assessment activities provide learners with opportunities to develop the 
skills, knowledge and values required to complete the tasks in the Programme of 
Assessment. These assessment activities should be reflected in the teacher’s lesson 
planning and should not be seen as separate from the learning activities taking place in 
the classroom.  
 
Learners’ development should be continuously measured against the criteria drawn 
from the Assessment Standards to determine their progress or areas of weakness as 
they move towards completing the formal Programme of Assessment tasks. 
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2.2     PROGRAMME OF ASSESSMENT 
 
2.2.1 PROGRAMME OF ASSESMENT IN GRADES 10 AND 11 
 
The Programme of Assessment for Music in Grades 10 and 11 consists of seven tasks 
which are internally assessed. Of the seven tasks, the six tasks which are completed 
during the school year make up 25% of the total mark for Music, while the end-of-year 
examination is the seventh task and makes up the remaining 75%.  
 
Grade 10 
Term Assessment Task Formal Test Examinations Marks 

1 

Task 1* 
Sound production 

Practical*, aural, 
improvisation & 
composition or 
arrangement 

 

2 Task 2* 
Plan performance 

 Written* examination 

3 

Task 3* 
Use technology 

Practical*, aural, 
improvisatgion & 
composition or 
arrangement 

 

100 

4 

  Written exam, 
practical, aural, 
improvisation and 
composition or 
arrangement ** 

200 

YEAR  TOTAL 400 
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Grade 11 
Term Assessment Task Formal Test Examinations Marks 

1 

Task 1* 
Plan performance 

Practical*, aural, 
improvisation & 
composition or 
arrangement 

 

2 
Task 2* 
Present work on 
social issue 

 Written* examination 

3 

Task 3* 
Present 
composition 

Practical*, aural, 
improvisation & 
composition or 
arrangement 

 

100 

4 

  Written exam, 
practical, aural, 
improvisation and 
composition or 
arrangement ** 

200 

YEAR  TOTAL 400 
 
Grade 12 
Term Assessment Task Formal Test Examinations Marks 

1 

Task 1* 
Co-ordinate 
performance 

Practical*, aural, 
improvisation & 
composition or 
arrangement 

 

2 

Task 2* 
Compose or 
arrange & 
technology 

 Written* examination 

3 

Task 3* 
Compose, perform 
& register 

 Written exam, 
practical, aural, 
improvisation and 
composition or 
arrangement ** 

100 

4 

  Written exam, 
practical, aural, 
improvisation and 
composition or 
arrangement ** 

200 

YEAR  TOTAL 400 
* Consult SAG for full details 
* The candidate’s composition or arrangement must be handed in to the teacher a month before the 

date of the practical examination.  The teacher must submit the mark to the panel of examiners during 
the practical examination, in order to be moderated. 
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Practical tasks 
 
There are two practical tasks namely a hands-on activity and hypothesis testing. 
Learners will be assessed on their ability to:  

·  Follow instructions. 
·  Designing procedures/action plan 
·  Access information from various sources 
·  Make accurate observations. 
·  Work safely. 
·  Manipulate and use apparatus effectively. 
·  Measure accurately. 
·  Handle materials appropriately. 
·  Organize data (gather & record data in tables, graphs, etc., interprete, and 

analyze data, draw conclusions). 
 

See the Appendix 2 for a hypothesis testing example in Subject Assessment Guidelines 
– Music January 2007, pg16-20. 
 
Research projects 
 
When designing a research project task, Music teachers must ensure that : 

·  it is an investigative task; 
·  it addresses LO1, LO2, and LO3; 
·  a written and oral presentation could be supported with a relevant model; or 

alternatively a model should be accompanied by a written or oral presentation; 
·  It is a long term task. Its’ progress need to be monitored at intervals by the 

teacher; 
·  detailed guidelines are provided and where appropriate, relevant resources 

should be made known and/ or provided to learners;  
·  it focuses on accessing knowledge through literature research and primary 

sources such as people, magazines, newspapers, various texts, etc. and 
·  it promotes communication , organizational and interpersonal skills. 
 

See appendix 3 in Subject Assessment Guidelines – Music January 2007, for an 
example of a Grade 10 research project. (pp 25 – 27) 

 
 
Controlled tests and midyear Examinations  

 
·  The controlled test in the first term assesses work done in the first term (See 

pacesetters 2008).  
·  The midyear examination assesses work done in the first and second terms. 
·  All Learning Outcomes must be assessed using the knowledge areas that were 

covered in the particular term or terms. 
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·  Controlled tests and examinations must be balanced in terms of the use of cognitive 
levels (e.g. Bloom’s Taxonomy) and Learning Outcomes and Assessment 
Standards. 

·  Controlled tests and examinations should be analysed diagnostically and 
appropriate remedial or intervention strategies should be instituted. 

 
The weighting grid below should be used to set tests and examinations. 

 
Table 2.2 Weighting Grid: Music 
 

Learning Outcome 1 Learning Outcome 2 Learning Outcome 3 
                  40 %                   40%                  20% 

 
 
2.2.2 Programme of Assesment in Grade 12 
 
In Grade 12, assessment consists of two components: an internally assessed 
Programme of Assessment which makes up 25% of the total mark for Music and an 
externally assessed end-of-year examination, which makes up the remaining 75%. 
 
The Programme of Assessment for Music in Grades 12 consists of six tasks of which 
two are examinations and one is a controlled test. The remaining three tasks are two 
practicals and an assignment.  
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Table 2.3 Tasks for the Programme of Assessment in Grades 12 
 

          PROGRAMME OF ASSESSMENT  EXTERNAL 
ASSESSMENT                     

                  Assessment Tasks End-of-year 
assessment  

                                    
                          25% 

 
        75% 

 
F

O
R

M
S

 O
F

 
A

S
S

E
S

S
M

E
N

T
 

   

Practical 
Tasks 

  
Assignment 

Controlled 
Tests 

Midyear 
and Trial   
Exams 

November 
Exam 

Number of 
pieces 

 
         2 

 
        1 

 
      1 

 
      2 

 
          1 

Minimum 
marks 

  50  50        60   100        

Converted 
marks 

20  20        20      10    10 +20          

Subtotals                                   100          300 
Grand Total                                        400 
  
 
The tasks for the Programme of Assessment are to be done at certain times of the 
school year and the following table indicates when the tasks are to be completed. 
 

 
 
 
      TERM 1 

 
       TERM 2 

 
       TERM 3 

 
      TERM 4 

Hands-on practical 
task 

Assignment   Hypothesis testing 
practical task 

 

Controlled Test      
 Midyear Exam Trial/September 

exam 
End of year exam 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Practical Tasks 
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These are the same as for Grades 10 and 11. However, in addition Grade 12 learners 
will be assessed on their ability to: 
·  Make deductions and evaluations. 

 
Controlled Tests and Internal Exams 
 
·  The controlled test in first term assesses work done in the first term (See 

pacesetters 2008) – up to a third of the marks could include Grade 11 work if need 
be. 

·  The midyear examination assesses work done in the first and second terms. 
·  Third term examinations (September/Trial) assess all the year’s work done up until 

that point. 
·  All Learning Outcomes must be assessed using the knowledge areas that were 

covered in the particular term or terms. 
·  Controlled tests and examinations must be balanced in terms of the use of cognitive 

levels (e.g. Bloom’s Taxonomy) and Learning Outcomes and Assessment 
Standards. 

·  Controlled tests and examinations are internally and externally moderated. 
·  Controlled tests and examinations should be analysed diagnostically and 

appropriate remedial or intervention strategies should be instituted. 
 
Assignment  
 
Grade 12 learners are expected to do an assignment which is a short task of 1 to 1½ 
hours. The activities can be translation activities, analysis and interpretation of data and 
drawings and justifying of conclusions. 
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3. MODERATION OF THE ASSESSMENT TASKS IN THE PROGRAMME OF 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Moderation of Assessment tasks should take place at three levels. 

 
LEVEL               MODERATION REQUIREMENTS 
School Each task which is to be used as part of the Programme of 

Assessment should be submitted to the subject head for 
moderation before learners attempt the task. 
Teacher portfolios and evidence of learner performance 
should be moderated twice a year by the head of the 
subject or her/his delegate.   

Cluster/District  Teacher portfolios and a sample of evidence of learner 
performance must be moderated twice (Grade 12) and 
once (Grade 10& 11) during the first three terms. Teachers 
must bring their portfolios with the tasks prescribed for each 
moderation session and 10% of learner performance 
evidence (minimum of 5 learner portfolios if there are fewer 
than 50 learners in the school). 

Provincial This only applies to Grade 12.Teacher portfolios and a 
sample of evidence of learner performance must be 
moderated once a year after the second cluster moderation. 

National/UMALUSI This only applies to Grade 12.Teacher portfolios and a 
sample of evidence of learner performance must be 
moderated once a year after the Provincial moderation. 
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          ANNEXURE 1 
 
EASTERN CAPE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
  
…………………………….DISTRICT 
   
    
 GRADE 10/11 MUSIC LEARNER PROGRAMME OF ASSESSMENT 200__ 
 
 
NAME OF 
LEARNER 

  
GRADE  

 

SCHOOL   CENTRE 
NUMBER 

 

NAME OF 
TEACHER 

 

 
Assessment Task Marks 

obtained 
Maximum 
mark 

Programme of  
Assessment 
mark 

Programme of 
Assessment 
maximum mark  

Project                 20 
Controlled Tests:     
Controlled Test 1                10 
Controlled Test 2                10 
Total controlled tests                20 
     
Practical Tasks     
Hands-on practical                25 
Hypothesis Testing                25 
Total practical Tasks                50 
     
June/Midyear exam                10 
     
Total marks for Programme of Assessment            100 
 
 
       MODERATION PANEL 
     
      DESIGNATION    

 
   NAME IN PRINT 

          
    SIGNATURE 

                
DATE 
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ANNEXURE 2 
 
    EASTERN CAPE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
  
…………………………….DISTRICT 
               
           
  Grade 12  MUSIC LEARNER PROGRAMME OF ASSESSMENT 200___ 
 
 
NAME OF LEARNER 

  
EXAMINATION 
NUMBER 

 

SCHOOL   CENTRE 
NUMBER 

 

NAME OF TEACHER  
Assessment Task Marks 

obtained 
Maximum 
mark 

Programme of  
Assessment 
mark 

Programme of 
Assessment 
maximum 
mark 

Assignment              20 
     
Controlled Tests:     
Controlled Test 1              10 
Total Controlled tests              10 
     
Practical Tasks     
Hands-on practical              20 
Hypothesis Testing              20 
Total practical Tasks              40 
     
June/Midyear exam              10 
Trial/September exam              20 
Total of June & Trial 
exams 

    
          30 

     
     
Total marks for  Programme of Assessment          100 
 
       MODERATION PANEL 
      
       DESIGNATION 

 
         NAME IN PRINT 

          
     SIGNATURE 

                 
    DATE 
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ANNEXURE 3 
 
     EASTERN CAPE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION          
  
…………………………….DISTRICT 
               
           
Grade 10/11  MUSIC  PROGRAMME OF ASSESSMENT 2008 
                           
                        MASTER PORTFOLIO CONSOLIDATION FORM 
 
 
ASSESSMENT Task 

 
KNOWLEDGE AREA 
COVERED/ TOPICS 

 
ASSESSMENT TOOL 

 
Project 

  

   
 
Practical Tasks 

  

 
·  Hands-on practical 

  

 
·  Hypothesis testing 

  

   
 
Controlled Tests 

  

 
Controlled Test 1 

  

 
Controlled Test 2 

  

   
 
June Examination 

  

   
 
       MODERATION PANEL 
 
    DESIGNATION 

 
      NAME IN PRINT 

        
     SIGNATURE     

              
DATE 
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ANNEXURE 4 
 
     EASTERN CAPE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION          
  
…………………………….DISTRICT 
               
           
Grade 12. MUSIC  PROGRAMME OF ASSESSMENT 2008 
                           
                        MASTER PORTFOLIO CONSOLIDATION FORM 
 
ASSESSMENT Task 

 
KNOWLEDGE AREA 
COVERED/ TOPICS 

 
ASSESSMENT TOOL 

 
Assignment 

  

   
 
Practical Tasks 

  

 
·  Hands-on practical 

  

 
·  Hypothesis testing 

  

   
 
Controlled Tests 

  

 
Controlled Test 1 

  

   
 
June Examination 

  

   
 
September Exam 

  

   
 
       MODERATION PANEL 
      
    DESIGNATION 

 
             NAME IN PRINT 

         
  SIGNATURE 

     
     DATE          

    
    
    
    
    
    
    



                                                    

                ANNEXURE 5 
     EASTERN CAPE 
                         DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
       
 MUSIC       PROGRAMME OF ASSESSMENT MARKSHEET GRADE 10/11    
 
SCHOOL: …………………………….   NAME OF TEACHER: ………………………………   

  
 

                 
        TERM 1 

            
         TERM 2 

                   
                TERM 3 

      
 
June      
exam 

 
 
 
No  

 
 
 
Surname and first names  
(alphabetical order) 

 H
an

ds
 o

n 
 P

ra
ct

ic
al

  
T

as
k 

/ P
ro

je
ct

 

C
on

ve
rt

ed
 H

an
ds

 o
n 

P
ra

ct
ic

al
  t

as
k 

/ P
ro

je
ct

 
C

on
tr

ol
le

d 
te

st
 1

 

C
on

ve
rt

ed
 c

on
tr

ol
le

d 
T

es
t 1

 

P
ro

je
ct

 / 
H

an
ds

 o
n 

P
ra

ct
ic

al
 T

as
k 

C
on

ve
rt

ed
 P

ro
je

ct
 

/H
an

ds
 o

n 
P

ra
ct

ic
al

 

 
 
 
P1 

 
 
 
P2 C

on
ve

rt
ed

 J
un

e 
ex

am
  

Total 
Term 1+ 
Term 2 

H
yp

ot
he

si
s 

P
ra

ct
ic

al
   

T
as

k 
/ P

ro
je

ct
   

 

C
on

ve
rt

ed
 

C
on

tr
ol

le
d 

te
st

 2
 

C
on

ve
rt

ed
 C

on
tr

ol
l.  

Total 
Term 3 
 
 
 
 

  
 

LOs  
Covered         

 

     

 

  Dates                

  Max. 
marks 

    

    

   

    

1                  
2                  
3                  
4                  
5                  
6                  
7                  
8                  
9                  
10                  
11                  
12                  
13                  
14                  
15                  



                                                    

                ANNEXURE 6 
     EASTERN CAPE 
                         DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
       
 MUSIC       PROGRAMME OF ASSESSMENT MARKSHEET GRADE 12    
 
SCHOOL: …………………  NAME OF TEACHER: ………………………………   

 
 

 
 

                 
        TERM 1 

            
         TERM 2 

                   
                TERM 3 

      
 
June 
Exams 

 
Trial 
Exams 

 
 
 
No  

 
 
 
Surname and first names  
(alphabetical order) 

 H
an

ds
 o

n 
 P

ra
ct

ic
al

  
T

as
k 

 

C
on

ve
rt

ed
 H

an
ds

 o
n 

P
ra

ct
ic

al
  T

as
k 

C
on

tr
ol

le
d 

T
es

t  

C
on

ve
rt

ed
 c

on
tr

ol
. T

es
t 

A
ss

ig
nm

en
t 

C
on

ve
rt

ed
 A

ss
ig

nm
. 

 
 
 
P1 

 
 
 
P2 C

on
ve

rt
ed

 J
un

e 
ex

am
  

Total 
Term 1+ 
Term 2 

H
yp

ot
he

si
s 

 te
st

in
g 

P
ra

ct
ic

al
  T

as
k 

   

C
on

ve
rt

ed
 

H
yp

ot
he

si
s 

T
es

tin
g 

 
 
P1 

 
 
P2 

 
Total 
Term 3 
 
 
 
 

  
 

LOs  
Covered         

 

     

 

  Dates                

  Max. 
marks 

    

    

   

    

1                  
2                  
3                  
4                  
5                  
6                  
7                  
8                  
9                  
10                  
11                  
12                  
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EASTERN CAPE                                           ANNEXURE 7 
                       DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 
 
MUSIC PROGRAMME OF ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE GRADES 10/11              200……… 
 
 
 

 
 
         SCHOOL  

 
          
         TERM 1 
 

    
           
              TERM 2 
 

        
             
       TERM 3 

 
POA       
MARK 

 
No  

 
Surname and first names 

 H
an

ds
-o

n 
P

ra
ct

ca
l 

C
on

tr
ol

le
d 

T
es

t 1
 

 
TERM 1 
TOTAL 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
P

ro
je

ct
 

Ju
ne

 E
xa

m
s  

TERM 2 
TOTAL 

H
yp

ot
he

si
s 

T
es

tin
g 

C
on

tr
ol

le
d 

T
es

t 2
 

 
TERM 3 
TOTAL 

 

T
O

T
A

L 
P

O
A

 

 
MOD. 
MARK 
 
 

  Dates            
  Max. 

Marks 
25 10  20 10  25 10  100  

1              
2              
3              
4              
5              
6              
7              
8              
9              
10              
11              
12              
13              
14              
15              
Teacher: …………………………………………Signature:………………………………………..Date: ………………..... 
HOD: ……………………………………………..Signature: ……………………………………….Date …………………. 
Principal:…………………………………………Signature: ……………………………………….Date: …………… ……  
District Official: ………………………………….Signature: ………………………………………Date:…………………. 
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   EASTERN CAPE                                                 ANNEXURE 8 
                                 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 
MUSIC PROGRAMME OF ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE GRADES 12     200……….. 
 
 
 

 
 
SCHOOL  
 

 
              TERM 1 

 
      TERM 2 

        
               TERM 3 
 

 
POA      
MARK 
 

 
No  

 
Surname and first names 

 H
an

ds
-o

n 
P

ra
ct

ca
l 

C
on

tr
ol

le
d 

T
es

t 1
 

 
 
TERM 1 
TOTAL 

A
ss

ig
nm

en
t 

Ju
ne

 
E

xa
m

s 

 
TERM 2 
TOTAL 

H
yp

ot
he

si
s 

T
es

tin
g 

T
ria

l 
E

xa
m

  

 
TERM 3 
TOTAL 

 

T
O

T
A

L 
P

O
A

 

 
MOD. 
MARK 
 
 

  Dates            
  Max. 

marks 
20 10  20 10  20 20  100  

1              
2              
3              
4              
5              
6              
7              
8              
9              
10              
11              
12              
13              
14              
15              
Teacher: …………………………………………     Signature:………………………………………..Date: ………………... 
 HOD: …………………………………………….  Signature: ……………………………………….Date ………………… 
Principal : ………………………………………. .  Signature: ………………………………………..Date …………………  
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